THE WIZARD WITHIN

Did you know that The Wizard of OZ was originally banned in parts of the United States because it was considered to be a threat to society and an invitation to anarchy?   You might ask:  Why did this happen?  What was the reasoning?  How could such a beautiful and fun story be considered sacrilegious?  The simple answer was that the story (which culminated in the discovery that the wizard was simply a human being) taught that each individual had the power within them to create their desires, and no "authority figure" was needed to grant these desires.  Hmmm……….

Let's look at the story from a spiritual perspective.  Each of the characters felt that there was something that they lacked that would be vital for their journey:

· The Scarecrow needed a brain;

· The Cowardly Lion needed courage;

· The Tin Man needed a heart;

· Dorothy wanted to get home.

However, through their journey, the circumstances that were created enabled them to draw on a storehouse within to prove that they had everything they needed.  For example, the Scarecrow thought he lacked a brain, yet he devised a strategy to outwit the Wicked Witch.  The Tin Man thought he lacked heart, yet he cried so hard that he rusted.  The Cowardly Lion turned out to be the hero of the story -- he displayed a courage that he always felt that he lacked.   

Through these trials and tribulations, these travelers made it to OZ.  When they got to OZ, to seek the Wizard's advice and support, they realized that the Wizard was simply human and had no greater power than the other "seekers".   The Wizard simply reminded the seekers that they always had everything they needed to create their heart's desires.  The Wizard simply reminded them to call on the power within, just as they had done during when traveling through the adversities of their journey.  The Wizard simply reminded the seekers they had always possessed the power to create everything they needed, and that it was an illusion to rely on someone or something outside of themselves.  The Wizard re-directed them to "The Wizard Within".

The story of the Wizard of OZ is rich in symbols.  The symbol of the Wizard as an illusion is a strong symbol for the illusionary thoughts and beliefs that we have that keep giving others power over us.  These illusions keep us from realizing our greatest potential by opening to "The Wizard Within".  "The Wizard Within" has the intelligence to solve any challenge.  "The Wizard Within" has the courage to move through every obstacle.  "The Wizard Within" has the power to feel love and to be loved.  

The Symbolism of the Wizard of OZ is most powerful in Dorothy Gale's quest to get "home".  To Dorothy, "home" symbolized a place of unconditional love, comfort and peace.  This "home" symbolized the Kingdom of Heaven.  We are all striving to find this place.  This is our path.  This is our journey.  This is our destiny.  However, this place, "home in the Kingdom of Heaven" is not someplace far away.  This place of peace, comfort and unconditional love is within us.  Dorothy always had the power to go to this place, just as her fellow travelers had what they needed within them.  

We also have everything that we need for our Journey.  It lies within us.  The illusion that we hold is that something or someone outside of us must continually validate us in order for us to feel whole, perfect and complete.  In truth, we are whole, perfect and complete just as we are.  In truth we are beautiful, powerful, capable, lovable and acceptable just as we are.  We have the power to change our lives.  We have the power to heal old hurts.  We have to power to create the lives we dare to imagine.  This power is given to us by "The Wizard Within".

The power to go to this place lies within us, and we can access it through the diligent use of prayer, meditation, and emotional release to achieve emotional balance.  For more tips on how do find "The Wizard Within" check out "Pathways to Inner Peace", which is available at amazon.com.

