THE NEW MEANING OF MERCY

The concept of mercy is a pervasive part of our spiritual quest.  We are constantly seeking GOD's "mercy". For many of us, the mental picture that GOD's "mercy" evokes is a part of our subconscious belief about GOD.  Perhaps that "mental picture" we hold illustrates a GOD that is angry, spiteful, vengeful and controlling.  Perhaps this mental picture evokes a GOD that creates pain and suffering because we have been "bad children".

If we hold these subconscious thoughts, then we create a reflection of them in our lives.  Therefore, it is important to examine our beliefs about GOD and GOD's mercy at the deepest levels of our consciousness (our core of creativity, where we create our outer worlds).  As we examine these beliefs, we can change any of them that no longer ring true.  As we eliminate beliefs that would create pain and suffering, we create a better world for ourselves -- our Heaven on Earth.  

Mercy as a concept has come to mean GOD's withholding punishment from us out of kindness and love.  However, this meaning assumes that GOD's kindness and love is a departure from the norm.  This meaning evokes the erroneous image of GOD as a destructive, punishing force that would cause calamity in our lives.  

In truth, the original intent of the Aramaic word that was eventually translated to "mercy" is better described as compassion, according to Dr. Rocco Errico, author of "Let There Be Light" The Seven Keys (to understanding the original intent of the Bible).  The original intent of discussing GOD's compassion for us was to wrap our minds in the cloak of GOD's unconditional loving acceptance for us.  The original intent of mercy was to convey GOD's understanding that our paths, our choices and our creations are not judged by GOD -- only loved and accepted by GOD -- even though we sometimes have difficulty accepting them ourselves.  

With this new understanding, let us have more compassion for ourselves as we navigate our lives.   Let us know that even the vilest, most petty parts of our personalities are loved and accepted by GOD.  Let us know that even our most destructive impulses are loved and accepted by GOD.  These parts of us are simply like a spoiled child having a temper tantrum.  Just as a child having a tantrum needs to be loved,  these parts of us simply need to be made more aware of Love's presence. GOD has mercy on us.

We can invoke the new meaning of mercy through our prayers and meditations.  When we feel the need for divine help and support, we can think the thought "GOD have mercy" and know that we deserve GOD's mercy, which in truth is the compassion that comes from Unconditional Love.

