In Broad Daylight

I attended a drag ball several years ago, and the emcee kept asking the girls "can you walk the daylight?" --- meaning  -- "do you have the skill and courage to do drag by the light of day, where it might become more apparent that you are a drag?  Can you "pass" as a woman?"   "Walking the daylight" was the "acid test" for being a fully evolved drag queen.

In the African American LGBT community, we may want to ask ourselves a similar question.  In this instance, "walking the daylight" may mean refusing to cower to the homophobia that has been an inherent part of the African American Community at large.  

For example, when the minister of the largest African American church in the Washington DC area recently made derogatory remarks about "dykes and fags" from the pulpit, an "openly gay" member of his congregation (who ironically refused to use his name) had an interesting comment.  He stated that although he disagreed with the homophobia inherent in the Church, he attended the Church because of the fellowship that the church offered.  I'm sure the member had his reasons for attending a homophobic Church and withholding his name, but in my humble opinion, it seemed like internalized homophobia masquerading as a logical rationale.  This rationale is like African American attending a Ku Klux Klan gathering because they serve good hush puppies. 

This internalized homophobia is so insidious because it can "pass" for a logical rationale -- even in the daylight of scrutiny.  As a counselor, I see the deep damage that this internalized homophobia has done within the Black Gay and Lesbian community.  I have seen us diminished from our full potential as humans, lovers and contributors to our community and the world community due to the fear that we carry.  I have seen this fear translated into the pain of isolation. 

A group of African American Gay Men (my investment club) recently had a chance to take a step.  When developing our mission statement, we had an extended and heated debate over whether we were a group of people or a group of African American Gay Men who formed an investment club for our (and our community's) mutual benefit.  The group voted to delete references to us a African-American Gay men.  The majority believed it was "irrelevant" that we were Gay and African-American, even though the reason for us forming the group was to invest in the African-American community and the reason we had bonded was because we were all Gay.  

I had to ask them, "Is our sexuality "irrelevant" or are we afraid of "walking the daylight".  

Coming out is a series of baby steps.  It is a process of evolution.  We must all evolve at our own pace, and in a way that is wise.   However, we should also, always ask "am I living in fear, and is this fear masquerading as a logical rationale, or am I ready to break the pattern of silence caused by fear?   We can ask ourselves, is this pattern of silence helping us or hurting us by limiting and isolating us?  Is it hurting us by subtly undermining our self-esteem and instilling subtle and insidious form of internalized homophobia?  We should also ask if this silence helping or hurting someone else (think of the gay, possibly suicidal teen who needs to see an affirming role model).   

This thought process can be a guide to how we take our next steps.   We should take our next steps wisely when they help us more than hurt us.  However, when we do, we can be assured that there will be many "in the daylight" to embrace us.

